Art Matters lune 2007

Robot Talent Show invades the Esther M. Klein Gallery

obots.
Rather than seeing
them solely as the
property of science
and policy, teacher/artist/sculp-
tor Douglas Repetto, Director of
Research at the Columbia
University Computer Music
Center, has curated ArtBots: The
Roboi Talent Show to be a sort of
symposium of ‘bots removing
themselves from their norm.
Robots. They're annoyed as
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hell and they’re not going to take it. For the time being.

Together with a group of artists and selected school children,
Repetto and his ArtBots turned robots proactive. He’s found robot
botanists {“The Wildflower Meadow Glacier™), Et¢h-a-Sketchers
(*Drawing Machine”), videographers (“Retrospectrum”) and musi-
cians {“Misericordiam”). Repetio even found a few robots, “Neil and
Iona,” who seem to just babble at each other all day while lavered
drones of white noise squeal on behind their chatter. Just like you're
doing with your pal or lover right now.

After seeing a show of Repetto’s in New York City, the Klein
Gallery contacted him to create something similar for the Science
Center digs.

“The goal of ArtBots in general is to provide a forum for peaple

CHEn

working in the very broad area
of art and robotics,” says
Repetto. “It’s been difficult to
show this kind of work in tradi-
tional art venues, so ArtBots
tries to create opportunities. And
since part of the (Klein) gallery’s
goal is to present art that’s
engaged with the sciences in
some way, ArtBots obviously
makes a nice fit.”

With a limited budget for the
Klein Gallery show, Repetto

Douglass Repetto works on installing robots Neil and lona for the ArtBots exhibit.
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